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The purpose of the Summit is to raise the profile of the circular economy and its 
important role in delivering on critical environmental imperatives.

CELC and CIC members have indicated an interest in furthering the momentum for
developing and implementing CE strategies and practices in the Canadian context.
Inspired by the World Circular Economy Forum hosted by Canada in 2021, the proposed
Summit will provide an opportunity for Canadian CE champions to come together in-
person, share leading efforts and activities, and to collaborate on an ‘action plan’ for CE in
Canada in support of Canada's climate change and biodiversity agendas.

While there are a number of annual events and conferences that include a CE focus,
there are very few opportunities tailored specifically for CE leaders from industry and the
public sector to actively advance projects, investments, actions, and inform policies that
would accelerate the implementation of CE in Canada.

The 2021 Turning Point Report, developed by the Expert Panel on the Circular Economy in
Canada, found that transitioning to a circular economy provides opportunities for Canada
to become more economically successful, socially equitable, environmentally sustainable
and resilient. In follow-up to this report, CELC has developed a scoping paper, on behalf of
Environment and Climate Change Canada, recommending potential CE models and
approaches suitable for Canada’s unique economic, environmental, social, geographic,
and jurisdictional characteristics. 

In 2022, CIC launched Circular Economy month, Canada’s first dedicated program aimed
at educating and engaging all Canadians to the broad based benefits of CE and its
opportunities to address the social and environmental imperatives of today. CIC is also
leading a variety of innovative, market-based pilot projects to accelerate CE adoption. In
2023 it will also launch a national framework for circular procurement, leveraging public
sector buying power to create demand for circular products and services.

Building on these and other efforts, CELC and CIC will co-host the national CE Summit,
bringing together active and emerging CE leaders for working sessions (approx. 350-400
people) to identify the solutions, innovations, and cross-sectoral collaborations necessary
for accelerating the transition to a CE in Canada.

BACKGROUND

Circular Economy Leadership Canada (CELC) and the Circular Innovation
Council (CIC), in collaboration with other Canadian circular economy
leaders, are co-hosting a national Circular Economy (CE) Summit in June
2023 in Toronto, Ontario.
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https://cca-reports.ca/reports/the-circular-economy-in-canada/


PURPOSE
Given the urgency of environmental issues and Canada’s net zero targets, the overarching
purpose of the CE Summit will be to raise the profile of the circular economy and its
opportunities to deliver on the current environmental imperatives critical to Canada. The
CE Summit will explore the role of the CE in addressing Canada’s environmental
commitments and create and foster intersections between CE strategies and Canada’s
climate change and biodiversity agendas. 

PURPOSE & OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVES
Raise the profile of the circular economy and its opportunities to deliver on the current
environmental and social imperatives critical to Canada.
Advance the circular economy innovation agenda, with a focus on industrial
competitiveness and economic development opportunities for Canada as part of the net
zero future.
Bring members and networks together across workstreams and industries through rich
and interactive, workshop-style programming to advance action in policy, innovation,
procurement, finance, trade, collaboration models, data, and information sharing.
Connect and engage delegates through business-to-business (B2B) and business-to-
government (B2G) programming that helps forge strategic partnerships, deals, pilot
projects, and new research, and enables delegates to work collaboratively to enable the
“how” of circularity.
Inform policies and actions that set the necessary conditions for the implementation of
the CE in Canada. 

INTENDED OUTCOMES
Advance a cohesive and energized circular economy action and advocacy plan.
Create new cross-sectoral partnerships and collaborations that advance national and
regional CE opportunities. 
Create and foster intersections between circular economy strategies and Canada’s
climate change, biodiversity, resource efficiency, and waste policy agendas. 
Amplify the key learnings of the Council of Canadian Academies’ Expert Panel on
Circular Economy in Canada, pilot projects, CELC and CIC workstreams, and other recent
initiatives in Canada to build momentum on the associated action and research agenda -
connecting research capacity to projects and partners.
Identify data needs and strategies for informing and supporting CE policies and
implementation.
Encourage trade and investment opportunities by engaging the financial community,
trade and export organizations, and domestic and international technology and
innovation players.

E V E N T  O V E R V I E W  |  J U N E  2 0 2 3



DATE:  JUNE 19-20 2023

Held over two days (June 19-20)
with a combination of
awareness/education, action, and
outcome-focused workshops and
other interactive formats.

LOCATION:  TORONTO

This will be an in-person event,
hosted in Toronto, Ontario. A
limited virtual component may be
considered depending on the
program and budget needs.

PRELIMINARY DETAILS

CELC and CIC members and their networks 
Circular Cities and Regions Initiative (CCRI) network of local governments
Businesses (corporates, SMEs, start-ups)
Governments and policy-makers
Investors and funders
Innovators (emerging business models, cleantech, researchers)
Climate leaders
Industry associations and chambers of commerce
Economic development agencies
International trade partners and solution providers 

Partners and Planning Committee members will shape the attendee invite list, with a
goal of 350-400 in-person participants, and a broader audience through virtual
participation.

ANTICIPATED ATTENDANCE

TARGET AUDIENCE



The four key drivers for advancing a CE - investment, innovation, policy, and
partnership - as well as the underlying enablers (Circular North America)
The opportunities for a CE in Canada - circular business models and strategies;
helping achieve Canada’s existing policy goals, such as the net-zero transition; societal
benefits such as increased equity and well-being through a just transition (Turning
Point Report) 

How do we support the current transition to an economy that places people and the
planet at the center of prosperity while living within our ecological boundaries? 
What role can CE play in addressing Canada’s climate action and biodiversity
commitments?
How can we address the market barriers and create demand for CE goods and
services?
What are the national, regional, and sector-specific actions that should be collectively
advanced by business, academia, government, and NGOs?

Advancing a cross-sectoral CE innovation ecosystem and partnerships
Research, data/information, and knowledge dissemination
Measuring CE impact and outcomes
Business barriers and opportunities, including CE supply chains
Policy, regulation, and procurement as enablers
Creating a CE funding and finance ecosystem
Roles of key actors: business, governments, cities, academia, NGOs, investors
Just transition, equity, diversity, and inclusion

The CE Summit agenda will build on the key directions emerging from research,
publications, and activities currently underway to advance the CE in Canada. CE Summit
participants will have the opportunity to interact and contribute to a forward-looking
action and advocacy agenda. To extend reach and impact, it is anticipated that partners
and networks will hold pre- and post-summit regional and sector-specific events to build
on, inform, and continue momentum. As well, post-summit advocacy and education
opportunities will be developed to advance CE Summit outcomes.

The CE Summit program will be informed by:

. 

THEMES &
FOCUS AREAS
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KEY THEMES

FOCUS AREAS

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/circular-economy/north-america-paper/WCEF-Circular-North-America_Report_2021_EN.pdf
https://cca-reports.ca/reports/the-circular-economy-in-canada/


ABOUT CIRCULAR ECONOMY LEADERSHIP CANADA

Circular Economy Leadership Canada was launched in 2018 at the G7 Oceans Summit in
Halifax as a network of corporate leaders, non-profit think tanks, and academic
researchers. An initiative of The Natural Step Canada (a national non-profit charity), CELC
is working to connect Canada’s circular economy community and serves as a bridge to
similar networks around the world. We provide thought leadership, technical expertise,
and collaborative platforms for accelerating systems change and the transition to a low
carbon, circular economy in Canada.

ABOUT CIRCULAR INNOVATION COUNCIL

Circular Innovation Council is a not-for-profit organization operating nationally across
Canada. For more than 40 years, CIC (formerly the Recycling Council of Ontario) has
been delivering programs, policies, research and pilots projects that prove effective
circular economic innovations. CIC works collaboratively with its diverse membership
and among value chains, seeking to advance circular business models, products, and
services that deliver redefined values and the multiple benefits of a circular economy.

Interested in Partnering / Sponsoring?

Please contact:

Paul Shorthouse,
Managing Director, CELC
pshorthouse@circulareconomyleaders.ca

Jo-Anne St. Godard,
Executive Director, CIC
Joanne@circularinnovation.ca

E V E N T  O V E R V I E W  |  J U N E  2 0 2 3

http://circulareconomyleaders.ca/
https://circularinnovation.ca/

